EL CENTRO

VOLUME 2 + ISSUE 2

AMISTAD, INC.

THE FRIENDSHIP CENTER

NEWS

WINTER 2004

VERIZON ApvANCEs LITERACY

& COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
FOR EL CENTRO DE AMISTAD

Frarclsco Unbe, Drector of Exfarral Affalrs for
erEon presentiing a chack Tor $25,000 1o
Exacuflve Directon B Miamiontas,

“Verizon strongly believes in
investing in the communities it
serves to create a literate, well-
educated and technologically fluent
work force,” said Tim McCallion

President of Verizon's Pacific region.

Verizon has provided ECDA with
$25,000 of start up funds to
underwrite the cost of purchasing
much needed computer hardware,
software, and educational literature
for this exciting new endeavor.

El Centro de Amistad (ECDA), will
provide literacy and technology
training to school-based vouth and
their families in the Greater San
Fernando Valley.

ECDA's Literacy and Computer
Technology Center will bridge
literacy and computer training

in local neighborhood schools. In
addition, the program will establish

mentorship between various
schools, and effectively maximize
the community impact by reducing
school dropout rates among our
high schoal youth.

The Literacy and Computer
Technology Center will provide
computer training in three
successive areas: 1) Basic Microsoft
applications; 2) Hardware, operating
systems and software; and

3) Computer networking and
website development.

Participants will learn by
disassembling and using used
computer parts to build and
program new functional units.
Upon successtul completion of the
computer training, a rebuilt
computer will be awarded to the
participating family. ECDA will
make significant strides, locally, to
close the digital divide between the
technological have's and have-not's,
by placing a computer with internet-
access into the homes of our school-
based youth. A reference library
also will be developed with the
assistance of “Bookends,” a non-
profit organization that provides
books and organizational assistance
to literacy programs.

This new program for ECDA holds
great promise. Verizon's early and
generous commitment means that
dreams will become reality!

SAVE THE DATE!
March 3, 2005

We will be
celebrating our
Inaugural
Friendship
HAwards
[inner
honoring all
those who
have
contributed to
El Centro de
Amistad’s
success.

Come join us at the Sheraton Universal for
a dinner along with our Honorary Chair,
Cathy Lee Crosby.

Continned on ppe 6.

OPEN HOUSE
for OUR friends

Exacuflve Diracton, Bd Wiramontes, was joined by
Los Argskes City Counclimermbe Tony Corderas,
of thie third councll district and othier slectad
cMclal repressntatives 10 cakebrate Bl Canro de
Amktad’s open house,

On June 17, 2004 El Centro de Amistad
held an open house for its friends and
neighbors in the San Fernando Valley.
Everyone celebrated the reorganization
and rebirth of the friendship center
under its reinvigorated leadership and
the dedication of the UPS Conference
Room.



















